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Spengiler’s

or wrongly

s Washjngton

"Almost unnotlced, a profound revolutxon has taken place in the way
. the men who run the Umted States v1ew Washmgton s race w1th Mos-
cow R .

. Their aim is still détente. The szsmger—Nxxon-Ford pohcxes toward

- the Soviet bloc and the Peking counterbalance to that bloc are st111 foI-
lowed in rough outline. gt -

But the new atmosphere is radtcally dlfferent détente-out-of-optx-
mism instéad of détente-out-of-pessimism. The dark Spenglerian wor-
ries of the gloomier moments of the szsmger era have been replaced
" -by a new confidence at the top.

Rightly or Wwrongly, the Carter-Vance-Brzennskx.Turner team dis- -
cards the view that a détente deal has to be struck quickly whilé: the -
odds are"still favorable - because the West is declining, the East ris-
ng. Instead, they say, détente can be afforded precisely because Mos-
cow. cannot in the foreseeable future close the gap on Westem pre-
cision technology. 20 - T

With.variations fromp- Ieader to leader, they argue ‘that the Kre mlin
has thrown its all into- heavy weaponry as an instrument of policy hut
has not surmounted the increasing sophxstxcatxon of Western weapons. -
Result, in their view: in neither the world economit race nor the arms -
.race lS Moscow - vnttr its heavy 15th- century ldeology - closxng the
‘gap. . PR .

- One is tempted to call this the’ “new optumsm ’ The Presxdent hunw
self recently referred to “a new American foreign pohc)r —--a pohcy
based on constant decency m its values and on an opttmxsm m its lus
torical vision.” - * :
- But“optimism” is too sxmphstlc a descnpnon say some of the Pres-
ident’s supporters. Whatever word one uses-to describe it, however, the '
President and the members of his national security team have rejected
the ‘peﬁumsm” of former Secretary of State Henry A. Kissinger, -
who, in hi$ darker moments, appeared to believe in-the decline of the
West. More- specifically, they reject what they describe as alarmist -
views of Soviet strength, views which were held not so much by Dr.
Kissinger as by other members ot Presxdent Gerald R Ford S nanonal
security team, :

.-The pew team; mctudmg in partxcular Mr. Carter and his Secretary

.of Defense, Central. Intelligence Agency Director, and National Secu- -
rity Advisér, view the .Sov:et Union as a power which’can do little well
other: than build . weaponS' which even in the field of military techu
nology lags-behmd the. United States, and which’ stands no chance of
‘matching theeconomxc strength of the West. . A AN
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.. - a new school of policy planners believes — rightly -

- better” than the Soviets that there is nothing to fear. While Mr. Young
. often appears to be out of line with official policy, there is an optimism
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— that the East-West race, favors U.S.
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R ; ty to deter ma—
_jor mdxtary actions by the Soviet' Union. .....Worst case estimates of
“-Soviet: power do. not do a semce to. Amencan strength throughout the
world.” vt . 2y e
e Adm: Stansfxeld Tumer Dxrector. of’ the Central Intelhgence
Agency; refers fo viel variety of communism as a “dying ideol-.
ogy” and argued in a Foreign Affairs magazine article before his ap-
" pointment that “a doomsday picture” of growing Soviet naval stength
presented by the U.S..military to the Congress “may negatively m-
- fluence other nations’ perceptions of our naval effectiveness.” -

"o In his writings, Mr: Carter’s national securxty adwser szgmew
Brzezinski, sees the Soviet variety of communism as a conservative,
buxeaucratized and fadmﬂr doctnne wh1ch faued to live .up. to its prom-
ises. o

L] Andrew Young the U S. Ambassador to the Umted Natxons, be\
lieves that Americans shouldn’t get ‘‘all paranoid” about communists. -
In economic competition, he told newsmen, “we do everything so much
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" about his attitudes which is perfectly in tune thh the rest of the Carter
adrmmstratmn it
.. Mr: Carter: himself has gone a long way to reiute the more extreme’
mterpretatmns oi Soviet power, arguing that “we’re still far stronger-
. than they are in most means of measuring military strength.”” His re--
“mark to_congressmen _.about some people getting nervous every time
General Secretary Leomd Brezhnev sneezes seems to epxtomxze hxs at-
htude. T r; 2o e o sl
LAt its best, say Carter supporters the new. vision could lead to: e
1. A new foreign policy consensus on the part of the American pubhc
~ and withinr the Democratic’ Party —_at a tlme when many Amencans
are deeply suspicious of thosein power. ~..
+2.. A tapping of a-new generation of taleat and a new outpounng of
~energy: and ideas on the part of those charged ‘with xmplementmg for-
exgnpolxcy C ) e YT S
'+ 3. A’self-assurance- that would mean fewer “knee jerk™ reactxons to 1
comphcated situations and less of a tendency to leap to the support of
“any regime, no matter how unsavory, if it protesses anticommunism: .
.7 At its worst, say skept:cs Mr. Carter’s upbeat vision will create frus-
tration over.unfulfiled expectations and lead.to"a dangerous aver-
confidence, empty morabzmg, and as one de}omat _put nt a. “naxve
presumptuousness.':_., et by e
, Not every-expert agrees with the analysts ‘which coutrasts szsxnger h
“pessimism” to Carter “optimism.” Prof. Stanley- Hoffmann.. the dis-
-tinguished Harvard political scientist and former academ;c colleague of.
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